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Declaration of Silpakorn University Staff Members
Demanding Resignation of Thaksin Shinawatra

Over the past few years of his terms as Prime Minister, Thaksin Shinawatra
has jeopardized democratic principles of the country through his abusive
manipulation of parliamentary dictatorship. One of his effective schemes is
policy corruption, passing or changing the existing bills and regulations to
accommodate or profit various businesses of his family and associates. Several
incidents have occurred to convince us that Thaksin lacks leadership ethics
appropriate for a political leader in a democratic state. For example, on several
occasions, he has attempted to dominate and obstruct constitutional rights of
free press and freedom of expression. His government has attempted to dominate
or discredit non-governmental agencies. There has also been audacious favoritism
in the government. In addition, the government has exploited a great amount of
taxes to empower its populist policy for political gains. Lately, it has obviously
attempted to block a peaceful rally, the citizen’s right according to the Constitution.
The most recent manifestation of Thaksin’s corrupt self-serving scheme is the
highly-complicated and dubious stock transactions of the Shin Corp totaling
more than 70 billion B, which has strongly suggested possible tax evasion,
money laundering, and asset concealment. All the above-mentioned incidents
show Thaksin’s lack of integrity, civil consciences, and respect for the principle
of good governance, which is obligatory by law and essential for a national
leader.

We the undersigned have no alternative but to demand that Prime Minister
Thaksin Shinawatra accept ethical responsibility and resign from office because
his administration is working for personal profits, not for the public good. The
Prime Minister has betrayed the expectations of the citizenry in general and the
trust of the voters who have initially supported him. He now lacks the legitimacy
to administer the country.

In addition, we support the move for constitutional amendments in order to
re-regulate political rules, standards, and ethics. We also support the search for
a new genuinely-democratic government.

7 February 2006
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